
DANIEL J. MCDOWELL 
Declaration of Candidacy and Statement of Intent 

I am seeking election to the position of International Vice Justice.   

We find ourselves in unprecedented times and facing uncertainty regarding the 
future of our organization.  Professionally, I am in a similar situation.  The 
power generation industry has undergone enormous changes in the last decade, 
and my company has had to find new and innovative ways to serve our industry 
in order to thrive in this new environment.   

Phi Alpha Delta is faced with a very similar problem – the legal profession 
needs what our Fraternity can provide, but we also must find new and 
innovative ways of serving our membership and our profession.  However, in all that we do, we must 
maintain our unique mix of the professional and fraternal that provides those two key deliverables in 
pursuit of our core values – helping our members to become better professionals in their chosen fields and 
capacities while surrounding them with a community of peers who support them with the same energy 
and zeal with which we as individual professionals support our clients and customers. 

Unfortunately, the incoming Board will not be able to follow the path of prior Boards and will be required 
to make critical and effective decisions, in many cases with insufficient information and little historical 
precedent.  This is another situation I have faced professionally, as three of the last four teams I have led 
were tasked to perform jobs that I had never done, with professional backgrounds far different than my 
own, facing significant market changes, and tasked with meeting challenging internal and external 
financial and performance objectives.  In all cases my responsibility has been the same – assist them in 
continuing to do what they do well, help them improve where necessary, support them in meeting their 
performance objectives, and make sure they have what they need to succeed – both individually and as a 
team.  As Vice Justice, I want to apply my professional experience so that we may thrive as a Fraternity in 
the years to come.   

Phi Alpha Delta Law Fraternity, International Experience 

• Member, Watson Chapter (University of Pittsburgh School of Law) 
o Served as Chapter Treasurer and later as Justice 

• Assistant District Justice, District XIX 
• District Justice, District XIX 
• Inaugural District Justice, District XXXIII 

o 2011 Stan Jones Outstanding District Justice Winner 
o 2011 Most Improved District 
o 2011 Runner Up – Outstanding District 

• Co-Chair, Audit and Finance Committee, 2010 and 2012 Biennial Conventions 
• Member, Audit Committee, 2009-2012 
• International Treasurer, 2012-2020 

 
Professional Experience 

I am an attorney, Certified Public Accountant, and mediator in Pittsburgh Pennsylvania, and I currently 
serve as Senior Contracts Counsel for a business unit of a Fortune 500 company that provides advanced 
instrumentation, control and automation technologies.  In this position, I am responsible for managing the 



North American Contract Administration and Contract Negotiation departments.  Prior to my current 
position I was the Manager of Project Management for Water Automation and New Generation Power 
Projects. 

Earlier in my career I served as Vice President and Relationship Manager for PNC Wealth Management 
(formerly the Private Client Group at National City Bank).  Before joining the bank, I was employed as a 
Tax Consultant for Ernst and Young, LLP, and worked as an attorney in private practice.   

Education  

Juris Doctor, University of Pittsburgh School of Law 

• Founding Member, Pittsburgh Tax Review 

BSBA, Concentration in Accounting and Finance (dual), Duquesne University 

Other Awards 

• Inducted into the Allegheny Bar Association Fellows Program 


